
 

PROPOSAL FOR THE INSTITUTION OF PHILARTS I 

Philippine Arts and Culture 

 

 

I. Identifying and Descriptive Information 

 

The proposed course is envisioned as a critical study of art and culture, employing transdisciplinal / 
multidisciplinal approaches in the humanities and the social sciences. The course was developed from the 
discussions coming from the GE System Mini-Conference on “Living Art and Culture” in October 2014. The 
course may be considered as an “elective GE” in the proposed UP GE program and may be taken in any 
year level.  A UP student with a strong understanding of Philippine arts and culture foregrounds UP’s goal of 
internationalization and, as such, can serve the interest of our country in local, national, and global contexts. 

 
The course is complemented by existing courses on art and culture in the different Constituent Universities, 
such as the Cordillera Studies, Mindanao Studies, etc.  The CU’s are enjoined to develop their own modules, 
reading list and activities for each section of the course outline, utilizing the local resources of their immediate 
environment and locality.   

 

A. Course Catalogue Description 

 

1. Course number:   PHILARTS I 

2. Course Title:  Philippine Arts and Culture 

3. Course Description:  Approaches to Philippine Arts and Culture 

4. Prerequisite:  None 

5. Semester Offered:  Every semester 

6. Course Credit:  3.0 

7. Number of Hours:  48 hours 

8. Course Goal:  

For the student to: 

 Attain  a broader understanding of the relationship of Philippine art and culture 

 Have  an overview of critical approaches in the study of Philippine art and culture 

 Have a stronger sense of being Filipino through the arts and humanities 
 

B. Rationale 

 

The course seeks to deepen the understanding of students in the interrelationship of life and art 
practices in everyday life and the valuation of art and cultural practices in various communities. It also 
aims to broaden the definition of art and culture in the context of societal changes. Philippine Arts and 
Culture prepares the student to critically understand art and culture as seen through the lens of ideology 
and societal forces.  
 

C. Course Outline 

 

1. Course Outcomes:  

 

Upon completion of the course, students must be able to: 

CO 1.  Apply critical approaches in the study of Philippine art and culture; 
CO 2.  Examine issues in Philippine art in various contexts; and 
CO 3.  Analyze the interrelationship of the arts and disciplines in the Philippine experience. 
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Course Outcomes and Relationship to GE objectives 

I (introduced), D (demonstrated) or R (reinforced) 
 

Course Outcomes 
GE Objectives* 

A B C D E 

Apply critical approaches in the study of Philippine art and culture I D D 
 

R 

Examine issues in Philippine art in various contexts 
  

D D R 

Analyze the interrelationship of the arts and disciplines in the 
Philippine experience 

D R D R D 

*A  Broaden intellectual and cultural horizons 
B  Hone critical and creative thinking 
C  Develop a passion for learning and scholarship 
D  Cultivate a high sense of intellectual and moral integrity 
E  Foster a commitment to nationalism and social justice 

 

2. Course Content 
 

Lecture Topics 
No. of 
Hours 

I. The Relationship of Philippine Art and Culture  
A. Historical contexts of understanding art and culture 
B. Art as representation of culture  
C. Art as construct and the negotiated meaning of culture 

12 

II.   Critical Approaches to Art and Culture  
A. Historical 
B. Anthropological 
C. Sociological 
D. Psychological 
E. Formalism and Semiotics 
F. Cultural Materialism 

12 

III.   Art as Cultural Text  
A. Art as Social Practice 
B. Art as Popular Culture 
C. Art and the Other Disciplines 

12 

IV.   The Local and Global Contexts of Philippine Arts  
A. Art and the Regions 
B. Art and the Nation 
C. Art in Diaspora 
D. Art and Transnationalism 

12 

 
 

3. Course Coverage 
 

Week 
Course 

Outcome 
TOPIC 

Teaching and 
Learning Activities 

Assessment Tools 

1-4 CO 1 
CO 3 

 Art as symbols of culture and 
representation; cultural history of the 
Philippines; art in everyday life 

 Lectures 

 Discussion  

 Exposure trip/ 
amazing race module 

 Assignments 

 Class participation   
and recitations 

 Reflection Paper 

5-8 CO 1 
CO 2 

 Interdisciplinary approaches to 
studying art 

 Integrative and contextual approach 

 Lecture 

 Video presentation 
 

 Assignments 

 Exam 
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in studying art 

9-12 CO 2  
CO 3 

 Art and popular culture 

 Tangible and Intangible heritage 

 Issues of cultural heritage 

 Lecture 

 Video Presentation 

 Exposure trips 
Interviewing art 
practitioners 

 Reports 

 Reflection Paper 

13-16 CO 1 
CO 2 
CO 3 

Case studies of issues in Philippine art 
contexts 

 Lecture 

 Debates 

 Attend forum and 
discussion 

 Field Trip 
 

 Reflection paper 

 Class participation 

 Exam 

 Cultural Mapping 
project / Cultural 
Resource Database 

 

 

4. Course Requirements 

 

2 long exams 
1-2 Reports 
Assignments 
3 Reflection Papers 
Exposure /field trip 
Cultural Mapping Project / Cultural Resource Database 
Class Attendance and participation 
 
The course will involve the following activities: reading literary texts, listening to music, watching 
films or videos, theater plays, music concerts and dance performances, visits to galleries and 
museums, experiencing artistic structures and works in the immediate environment, and cultural 
mapping.  A short community integration/educational integration for research purposes and field trip 
to artistic/cultural sites are recommended. 
 

REFERENCES: (Faculty may draw their reading requirements from this list or may add their own) 
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Abueg, et al. Mga Agos sa Disyerto. Mandaluyong: National Bookstore, Inc, 1974. 
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