
  

PROPOSAL FOR THE INSTITUTION OF ETHICS 1 

Ethics and Moral Reasoning in Everyday Life 

 

 

I.     Identifying and Descriptive Information 

 

A. Course Catalogue Description 

1. Course Number:   Ethics 1 

2. Course Title: Ethics and Moral Reasoning in Everyday Life 

3. Course Description: The nature and development, sources and frameworks of ethics and moral  

reasoning and their application to various issues and contexts 

4. Prerequisite: None 

5. Semester Offered: 1  

6. Course Credit: 3 units 

7. Number of Hours:  3 hours/week 

8. Course Goal:  For the student to be familiar with basic ethical concepts, principles and    

processes involved in ethical reasoning. 

 

B. Rationale 

 
Ethical issues and concerns permeate our everyday lives.  The development of students’ moral capacities is 
one of the core objectives of the UP General Education program.  The institution of Ethics as a GE course is 
in keeping with this objective.  There is no course other than Ethics that can help students develop their moral 
understanding through informed and systematic reflection on the moral experiences that form so much of the 
substance of everyday life. 
 
With the recent implementation of the K-12 Program, high school students are introduced to the Philosophy of 
the Human Person, a course which provides them with the initial tools and knowledge on how to reflect about 
themselves and their moral experiences as persons.   This prepares the ground for a college course that will 
have a wider scope and a deeper reach.  Ethics as a GE course will continue this exploration of the moral life. 
GE Ethics will locate the sources of moral experience not only within culture, society, religion and individual 
experiences, but in its biological sources as well. 
 
The course begins with a discussion of the nature and development of moral awareness and moral reasoning.  
The first section will make clear to the student the scope and the sources of moral reflection and judgment.  
Norms derived from nature, from evolutionary imperatives, will be compared and contrasted with norms that 
are believed to be of divine origin, and finally with norms that human beings have discovered and formulated 
for themselves using the unaided reason.  The history of reason will be shown to be largely a function of the 
discovery of such norms and the attempt by human beings to define for themselves the nature of an examined 
human life.   
  
The course will then take a deep look into the indigenous and Filipino cultural sources of moral reasoning.  This 
second section of the course will acquaint the student with the rich material that is the outcome of several 
decades’ work by Filipino thinkers and social scientists concerning the moral dimension of the Filipino self, 
specifically insofar as this is revealed in our ethical reflection and reasoning.   
 
In the third section of the course, students will be taken through a review of the various normative theories that 
have been proposed to explain and justify the moral life.  Such norms are the ultimate basis for any attempt to 
ground and justify any particular ethical point of view or position on moral problems.  This section will also touch 
on other Asian cultural frameworks of moral reasoning, as well as issues of supererogation (the ethics of actions 
that go beyond the call of duty), and feminist ethics.   
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The fourth and last section is on Applied Ethics.  Here an attempt is made to apply the knowledge gained in 
the previous sections to reasoning concerning ethical issues and dilemmas that we all encounter in our 
everyday lives, whether as ordinary persons or as professionals.  Such issues abound and continue to grow 
their importance in other fields such as biomedicine, the environment, global terrorism, global justice, media 
and the internet, and many others.   
 
At the end of the course, the student will have a fair understanding of why and in what sense he/she is a moral 
being situated in a moral world, with an urgent responsibility to others, to himself/herself, and to the world 
he/she lives in.  It is hoped that taking the course will have helped to provide the student with the moral compass 
which he/she needs in order to meet the difficult moral challenges of our time. 

 

C. Course Outline 

 

1. Course Outcomes:  

 

Upon completion of the course, students must be able to: 

CO 1.     Explain basic ethical concepts, principles, and processes involved in ethical reasoning; 
CO 2.     Identify cultural and indigenous knowledge in relation to ethical concepts and frameworks within  

various contexts; 
CO 3.     Demonstrate skills and competencies that underpin critical and reflective thinking, and ethical  

reasoning: 

 identify the values that one lives by; 

 describe the role that these values play in one’s life; 

 evaluate the soundness of arguments used in ethical discourse; 

 generate decisions based on reasoned appraisal of moral argument; 
CO 4.     Demonstrate appreciation of the views of others in settling moral disagreements. 
 
 
Course Outcomes and Relationship to GE objectives 

I (introduced), D (demonstrated) or R (reinforced) 

               

Course Outcomes 
GE Objectives* 

A B C D E 

1. Explain basic ethical concepts, principles, and processes involved in 
ethical reasoning 

I I D R I 

2. Identify cultural and indigenous knowledge in relation to ethical concepts 
and frameworks within various contexts; 

I I D R R 

3. Demonstrate skills and competencies that underpin critical and reflective 
thinking, and ethical reasoning: 

 identify the values that one lives by; 

 describe the role that these values play in one’s life; 

 evaluate the soundness of arguments used in ethical discourse; 

 generate decisions based on reasoned appraisal of moral argument; 

D D D D D 

4. Demonstrate appreciation of the views of others in settling moral 
disagreements. 

D D D D D 

*A  Broaden intellectual and cultural horizons 

B  Hone critical and creative thinking 

C  Develop a passion for learning and scholarship 

D  Cultivate a high sense of intellectual and moral integrity 

E  Foster a commitment to nationalism and social justice 
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2. Course Content / Coverage 
 

Week Course Outcome TOPIC 
Teaching & Learning 

Activities 
Assessment 

Tools 

1-2 1. Identify basic questions  
and problems of Ethics 

2. Define Ethics and its 
relevance 

3. Trace the Historical 
Development of Ethical 
Thought & Moral 
Awareness 

4. Discuss the stages of  
moral development and 
identify the different forms 
of moral reasoning 

I.   Nature and Development of 
Ethics and Moral Reasoning       
6 hours 
A. Basic Questions and Problems  

of Ethics 
B. Definitions, Scope, Context  and 

Relevance of Ethics  
C. History, Development of Ethical 

Thought and Moral Awareness 
D. Forms and Processes of Moral 

Reasoning 

 Lecture discussion 

 Documentary Showing 

 Infographic       
(students produce an 
infographic showing the 
nature & development 
of ethics) 

 Recitation 

 Reaction 
paper 

 Quizzes 

3-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Explain the different 
theoretical frameworks in 
Studying Indigenous and 
Filipino cultures 

2. Identify and examines 
Indigenous and  Filipino    
Socio-Cultural Variables 

II. Indigenous and Cultural Sources 
of Moral Reasoning 12 hours 
A. Theoretical Frameworks in 

Studying Indigenous and Filipino 
Cultures  
1. Pantayong Pananaw  
2. Sikolohiyang Pilipino  
3. Pilipinolohiya  
4. Pilosopiyang Pilipino  
5. Others 

B. Indigenous and Filipino Socio-
Cultural Variables   
1. Cognitive/Conceptual Systems  
2. Historical & Cultural Factors  
3. Identity  
4. Gender  
5. Ethnicity  
6. Values  
7. Religion and Spiritualties  
8. Traditions and Folklore  

(Kaalamang Bayan)  
9. Others 

 Resource Persons 

 Video Presentation 

 Role Playing 

 Lecture discussion 

 Mini-Seminar on  
Filipino beliefs  
(selected students give 
short presentations on 
folk beliefs endemic to 
their hometowns) 

 

 Recitation 

 Reaction 
paper 

 Quizzes 

7-10 1. Compare and contrast the 
different Asian Ethical 
Frameworks 

2. Explain the Theories  of  
Ultimate Good 

3. Explain Deontological/ 
Duty Ethics, Teleological/ 
Consequentialist  Ethics 
and Feminist Ethics/ 
Caring Ethics 

4. Evaluate the concept  of 
Supererogatory Actions 

 

III.  Normative Theories 12 hours 
A. Asian Ethics Frameworks 
B. Theories of Ultimate Good 

1. Hedonism 
2. Altruism  
3. Religious Conceptions  
4. Virtue Ethics  

C. Deciding What is Right  
1. Deontological/Duty Ethics 
2. Teleological/ 

Consequentialist Ethics 
3. Feminist Ethics/Caring 

Ethics  
D. Supererogatory: Actions 

Beyond the Call of Duty 

 Lecture Discussion 

 Debate 

 Infographic (students 
produce an infographic 
comparing the various 
ethical approaches) 

 Response journal 
(Students record in a 
journal what they 
learned that day or 
strategies they learned 
or questions they have. 
Students can share  
their ideas in the class, 
with partners, and with 
the teacher) 

 Recitation 

 Reaction 
paper 

 Quizzes 
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11-16 1. Allow the students to 
critically engage in 
Ethical Issues in 
everyday life through 
moral reasoning. 

2. Analyze cases related to 
the various profession 

3. Identify, analyze and 
address local and global 
issues and problems 

 

IV.  Applied Ethics 18 hours 
A. Ethical Issues in Everyday Life 

1. Academic Life 
2. Interpersonal Relationships 
3. Media 

B. Professional Ethics* 
C. Local and Global Ethical 

Issues* 
1. Bioethics 
2. Environmental Ethics 
3. Gender and Sexuality 

Ethics 
4. Global Humanitarian Ethics 
5. Sovereignty 
6. Terrorism  

D. Others* 
 
* Selection based on needs of the UP 

constituent unit 

 Case Analysis 

 Film Review 

 Class Presentation 
(per Discipline) 

 Photo Essay           
(the class takes 
pictures which can be 
used to express ethical 
issues) 

 

 Recitation 

 Reaction 
paper 

 Quizzes 

 

3. Course Requirements 

Students will be evaluated based on the performance on the following course requirements:  
 
1. Two (2) Long Examinations     40%  
2. Four (4) Reflection Papers     20% 
3. One (1) Final Paper on Selected Moral Issues  10% 
3. Class Participation      10%  
4. Class Presentation     20% 
  Total      100 %  
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